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Uzbekistan and Thailand: Time-tested partners

Consul Ceneral of Uzbehistan H.E.Mr. Aziz Aliev
was appointed to Bangkok in May 2018. Before that,
he worked in Seoul, Vienna and New York.After a year
of living and working in Thailand, we met him and
requested him to tell a little about the country
he represents.

Have you ever been to Uzbekhkistan? Do
you KHnow anything about this amazing country?
Let me describe the country briefly. Uzbekistan
is a beautiful, historic Central Asian country, which
has a lot fo recommend it, for the fravel aware.
Uzbekistan offers more than a single person can
explore in a lifetime. Whether you crave a night in the
vast serenity of a desert plateau or a walk through
the streets of history, there’s sure to be something
that takes your fancy. Tourism in Uzbekistan is all
about exploring what you're interested in - you'll
be sure fo find it here.

Since ancient time Uzbekistan being located
at the centre of Great Silk Road was directly involved
in building the universal civilization and made a great
contribution to the development of Islamic spirituality
and enlightenment in Central Asia.

The population of Uzbehistan is more
2 ®0n Holiday

than 33 million people. It is a multi-ethnic society
with more than 100 ethnic groups.The native
inhabitants are Uzbeks, who make up about
80% of the population.

In modern policy the President of Uzbehistan
ShavHat Mirziyoyev is trying to change a geopolitical
landscape of Central Asia by introducing the regional
economic and political reforms that are ambitious in
aim and extensive in scope. Uzbekistan, having
a common border with all Central Asian states like
no other, is objectively interested in making the
region a zone of stability, sustainable development
and good-neighborliness.

A Strategy of action on Five priority
development directions for Uzbehkistan from
2017-2021 was confirmedin a decree of the
President, dated February 7, 2017.“The five priority
directions are: (1) improving the system of state and
public construction;(2) ensuring the rule of law and
further reform of the judicial and legal system;
(3) development and liberalization of the economy;
(4) development of the social sphere and
(5) ensuring security, inter-ethnic accord and
religious folerance, as well as implementing a balanced,
mutually beneficial and constructive foreign policy.
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The implementation of this Strategy allowed
us in a short time to completely change the country,

open it to the whole world and bring it closer to
international democratic standards and values.

Nowadays Uzbekistan is a modern country
with clean and properly operating facilities.Communications
are very good and so is transportation. Periodically
being renewed Mercedes-Benz, Man, and Isuzu busses
are running for public transportation. The subway in
Tashkent is among the most beautiful and cleanest
in the world. We are the first country in Central Asia
to introduce the high-speed trains, super-modern
Boeing 787-8 “Dreamliner’planes that are already
in service.

Uzbekistan is also one of the safest countries
in the world, as indicated in the 2017 Gallup Global
Law and Order Report, which lists us as the second
safest place to be. As a result of the consolidated
hard work we haven’t had any kind of terrorist acts
last decade and the level of violence of any type is
very low in our country.

The diplomatic relationship between Thailand and
Uzbekistan is developing in a productive way.There are

practically no disputes between two countries.This creates

a good basis for further consolidation of our joint efforts
on a wide range of issues, including tourism, economy,
culture and sport.

Uzbekistan’s diplomatic mission in Bangkok was
established in April 1994 to facilitate diplomatic relations
with Kingdom of Thailand. The Honorary Consulate of
the Kingdom of Thailand is open in Tashkent.

Inspired by success of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, today all Central Asian countries
are ready for important reasonable compromises with the
neighbors on all issues without exception by constructive
and mutually respectful interaction in the region.
At the initiative of President Sh.Mirziyoyev, starting
in 2017,the leaders of all Central Asia countries hold
annual consultative meetings. There is no doubt that
the new political atmosphere in the region not only
serves to resolve bilateral disputes but removes the
acute conflict potential from entire Central Asian
agenda, lowers the risk of interethnic clashes and
contributes to increase the level of political trust
among countries, as well as, creates a solid basis for
further regional integration.

At the same time, Uzbekistan has given the
new impetus in development of regional trade,
economy, transport and energy sectors. After
20 years of negotiations, regional states have
decided to improve intra-regional transportation
infrastructure.The significant progress made on
the construction of a railway connecting Central
Asia and China through Kyrgyzstan which creates
opportunity to connect Uzbekistan and China with
railway length only about 268 km.

Furthermore, Uzbekistan can serve as
a gateway for Thai products in entering to the
huge market of Central Asia, the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS) and etc.

“Uzbekistan Airways flies from Tashkent to
Bangkok four times a week. The planes are usually
fully loaded as a result of the strong attractiveness
of the touristic destinations of Uzbekistan.The
number of tourists to our country is increasing
overall and this includes tourists from Thailand.
In 2018 there were more than thousand Thais
visiting Uzbekistan.

“Thailand is among those countries that have
been granted a simplified visa procedure to visit
Uzbekistan. They just provide the application form,
copy of passport and the payment for the consular
fee. If it’s an urgent visq, it can be issued within
two days, but normally it takes a little longer.

The First International Ziyarah Torusim Forum
was held in Bukhara from February 21-23, 2019 in
Bukhara in which hundreds of delegates participated
from across the globe. Delegates from over 34 countries
including Thailand attended the Forum. Despite being
the first-ever forum of its kind, the platform provided
the participants with an opportunity of having detailed
information about the Ziyarah tourism potential of
Uzbekistan.

Uzbekistan boasts a rich tapestry of architectural
wonders, diverse natural reserves and booming modern
cities.In centuries past Uzbekistan sat at the intersection

of the great trade routes along which the paths of
merchants and discoverers, geographers and missionaries,
invaders and conguerors passed. In modern times,
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a trip to Uzbekistan is high on the agenda for
adventurous souls interested in culture, history,
natural wonder and exotic destinations.

Nowadays travel to Uzbekistan is one of the
most popular ways to widen you horizons,see gorgeous
ancient cities and become closer to the mysterious and
exciting East and its marvelous culture. Why? It’s all
very simple] First, tourism in Uzbekistan is affordable.
Second, it’s safe. And third, Uzbekistan tourism includes
so much activities and possibilities such as special
sightseeing tours, cultural tourism and also adventure
tourism and ecotourism.

Uzbekistan is rightfully proud of its classic
architectural freasures. The Ichan-Kala complex in Khiva,
and the historical centers of Bukhara, Shakhrisabz
and Samarkand are UNESCO World Heritage sites.
Many unigue ancient monuments and constructions
in these towns remain as genuine samples of a rich
historical era.

Regions like Tashkent, Samarkand, Bukharaq,
Termez and Khiva never fail to impress visitors with
their fabulous mosques, medressas and mausoleums,
while its more eccentric attractions, such as the fast
disappearing Aral Seq, the fortresses of desperately
remote Karakalpakstan, its boom town capital Tashkent
and the ecotourism opportunities of the mountains,
mean that even the most diverse tastes can be
catered for.

Tashkent is the capital of Uzbekistan and
one of the largest cities of Central Asia.An important
international transport junction in both the ancient
past and the present, it is directly linked to many
countries of the world.

Over the centuries, many locations in modern-day
Uzbekistan played a major role in the story of the
ancient, tfranscontinental thoroughfare known as
the Great Silk Road. But one city stands out as being
“the Heart of GreatSilk Road”.That city is Samarkand.
“Radiant Point of Globe”, “Jewel of Islamic Architecture”,
and “Mirror of the World” are some of the glowing
epithets bestowed upon Samarkand from earliest fimes.
A contemporary of Rome, Athens, and Babylon,
the city is more than 2750 years old.

4/ m

Bukhara, the famous trading post on the Silk Road,
stirs romance in many fravelers. With over 2500 years
of history and a welcoming atmosphere, Bukhara is
a favorite tourist destination. More than 140 ancient
monuments are located within a compact area that
is best explored on foof.

Khiva, “the museum in the open”, is the only
town along the Great Silkk Road that has remained
intact through the centuries and retained the exotic
flavor of a medieval town. Today Ichan Kala, the
nucleus of ancient Khiva, offers visitors a stunning
homogeneous collection of architecture from the
late 18th century and first half of the 19th century.

The multi-faceted history of Uzbekistan is
undoubtedly a reflection of its geographical location,
and this is particularly true in the case of Termez,
the southernmost city of the country. Termez was
founded on the right bank of the Amu Darya River
at the crossroads of Silk Road caravan routes, and
for more than 2,500 years it has retained its capacity
as a major river port.

The most ancient steps of Buddha are located in
Termez, which attracts Buddhist people all over the world.

| am confident that the similarities in values, customs
and traditions between our people, as well as good interstate
relations will serve as a solid basis for the development of
tourism and people-to-people diplomacy. The simplified
visa procedure for citizens of Thailand and operating
four direct flights by Uzbekistan airways between
Tashkent and Bangkok surely prove the axiom that
Thai tourists are the most welcome in Uzbekistan.

At the conclusion, it is necessary to point out
on assurance that mutually beneficial and long term
partnership between Uzbekistan and Thailand in
nearest future will reach the level of high potential
of both countries and will benefit to our friendly
peoples.
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